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Help stop the spread of
EMERALD ASH BORER




What You Should
Know About the
Emerald Ash Borer

The Emerald Ash Borer is a
wood-boring insect that only kills ash
trees. This insect, which is native to
Asia, was accidentally introduced into
this country through wood packaging
material,

The borer is in Fairfax County — but
you help prevent it from spreading
across the state. This insect is a threat
because it has killed millions of ash
trees in the Midwest.

It Only
Attacks
Ash Trees

Ashes have distinctive
leaves and bark, as
shown here. Ash trees
have five, seven or nine
leaflets per leaf stem,
and leaves arc located
directly across from
each other,

Trees under stress are
more susceptible to
insects and diseases.
Properly planting and
maintaining your trees
can help prevent insect
infestations.
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What Does It Look Like?

The larvae, or immature stage of the borer,
are creamy white in color and live under the
bark. When they emerge, the adult insects
are a half-inch long and dark

metallic green in color.

What Are the Signs of
Damage?

Borers can be difficult to
detect — usually going
unseen until the upper third
_]of a tree thins and dies
back. Often, this is fol-
lowed by a large number of
new branches growing
&l from below the dead por-
tions of the tree.
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Larval feeding can
cause vertical splits on [
bark. As they feed, the [}
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or “s”-shaped tunnels
beneath the bark.
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Other signs include exit
holes, which look like
the capital letter “D,”
created when adults
emerge.
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